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JOHN PAUL II NEW EUROPEAN BLESSED AND A GUIDEPOST FOR EUROPE
Summary

The author commences with Benedict XVI’s text, given on September 13, 2006
during the blessing of the basilica’s organ, “Unserer Lieben Frau zur Alten Kapele”, in
Regensburg. The Pope stated that the organ is the king of musical instruments because it
is the only instrument that can capture all the voices of creation.

Coming from that perspective, the author looks at John Paul II as a great organ
player who knew how to “play” the organ of spiritual and cultural treasures of Europe.
He did this by pronouncing new patrons of Europe such as Saints Cyril and Methodius,
St. Bridget, St. Catherine and St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross. Through his long
pontificate, John Paul II called all inhabitants of this continent to breathe with “both
lungs”, i.e. East and West, drawing from the treasures of one and the other “parts” of
Europe. At the same time, he stressed the need for solidarity and help for those in need,
highlighting that the “poor” does not necessarily mean someone without goods, but
rather suffering temporarily from a shortage of goods. In his view, solidarity was the
expression of love that is the most desired and awaited for the further spiritual
development of Europe. It is also essential for sharing achievements with others.

John Paul II also underscored the need for positive enrichment of national
identity for people living in this territory. At the same time, he admonished negative
expressions of nationalism; which always resulted in negative outcome for Europe.
Likewise, he encouraged that Europe and its citizens do not look into the past with
nostalgia, in the direction of its past greatness, but bravely look into the future,
undertaking the mission of sharing achievements and learning from others.
These and other statements describe John Paul II’s attitude and essence as a holy
artist, who performed on grand and beautiful “organs” of European identity, uncovering
the scale of tones, as the time and need arose, creating a beautiful composition.

